Public Health Web Searching Case Studies

Health Services Administration

Your patron administers a programs to address the health needs of adolescents, including reducing their STD rates.  STD rates in teenagers are rising in nearby communities.  Find information about successful community or school settings that address the health needs of teens.

Title of web page:

Producer/Author:

URL:

Health Statistics/Biostatistics
Your patron is a biostatistician at the state health department.  It is her responsibility to track health status indicators at the county level and compare them with comparable counties in the state and nation.  She needs to identify the leading causes of death and the life expectancy for people in Garrett County, Maryland.  Find the web site that will allow her to locate this data and make the comparisons.

Title of web page:

Producer/Author:

URL:

Epidemiology
Your patron is a community activist on Long Island investigating the high rates of breast cancer found there in recent years.  She is searching for GIS displays of the incidence of breast cancer in the state of New York to compare the incidence of breast cancer in Long Island counties.  Find a map of the incidence of breast cancer in New York state at the zip code level.  Read the precautions about interpreting this information.  What questions can't GIS maps answer?

Title of web page:

Producer/Author:

URL:

Questions not answered by GIS maps?

Behavioral Sciences/Health Education
Your patron is an elementary school teacher.  One of his students had a fatal bicycle accident this year.  He wants to do something to convince kids to wear bicycle helmets, but he knows he can't do it alone.  He plans to build a community coalition to develop a plan.  As part of this plan, he knows he'll have to include an evaluation component.  He's never written this before and needs sound practical advice.  Where can he find this online?

Title of web page:

Producer/Author:

URL:

Environmental Health Sciences
The consumer concern about malathion spraying this summer has driven local politicians to contact the state's environmental health contractors about integrated pest management (IPM) strategies.  They want to keep costs low and avoid developing malathion resistance in the mosquito population.  Find information on alternatives to malathion, including IPM.  First view a federal government site on methods to control mosquitoes related to West Nile Virus; then view an environmental advocacy site.  Did you learn new or different information from each one?

Title of web page of government information:

Producer/Author:

URL:

Title of web page of advocacy organization:

Producer/Author:

URL:

Occupational Safety and Health
Your institution's occupational health department is concerned about the number of back, shoulder, and upper limb complaints by its office working staff.  The staff wants to develop a comprehensive plan that includes fixing problems in the work environment and educating workers, but they would like to see examples of other programs first.  Can you find a web site that describes a worksite health promotion program for ergonomics?

Title of web page:

Producer/Author:

URL:

Maternal and Child Health
Your patron works for the Department of Health in the Maternal Child Health Division.  Maternal child health indicators, such as infant and maternal mortality, are often used to assess the social safety net of a society.  There is growing concern and recognition that large inequalities in wealth and income contribute to poorer health outcomes of poor people, especially African American and Latino workers.  She wants to locate evidence of these inequalities in income and wealth, and their relationship to poorer health outcomes, including maternal and child health indicators.

Title of web page:

Producer/Author:

URL:

Health Policy
A Board member of a public health association is presenting testimony on strategies to increase health care access in her city.  The number of uninsured individuals and families continues to grow.  Numerous policy organizations have proposed solutions, ranging from universal health care funded by public dollars to increased tax credits for low income families.  Find several health policy web sites that address the issue of health care access.  Describe their positions on expanding access.

Title of web page:

Producer/Author:

URL:

Public Health Practice
A key concern about the public health infrastructure is the public health workforce: its number, training and diversity.  Particular professions, such as public health nursing and pharmacy, require a larger workforce while much of the workforce needs increased public health training.  Your patron has just received funding to manage a Public Health Training Center and needs to see the public health workforce profile for her state and to identify at least one program sponsored by the federal government whose goal is to increase the diversity of the workforce.

Title of web page:

Producer/Author:

URL:

Global Health
Your patron works for a local HIV/AIDS community service organization.  She plans to attend an international meeting on AIDS in Africa this summer and wants to educate herself about the extent of the disease in other parts of the world.  She needs statistical data on the incidence rates of HIV.  Where can she find this?

Title of web page:

Producer/Author:

URL:
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