Public Health Searching Case Studies 
Health Services Administration

Your patron administers several community health and family planning clinics in a large city.  Although there is a large teenage population in the area of the clinics, they are not using the clinics.  STD rates in teenagers are rising in nearby communities.  The question is what can be done to make free-standing STD or family planning clinics more accessible to teenagers. 

Biostatistics

Your patron is a biostatistician at the local health department.  It is her responsibility to work with the data coordinators at nearby hospitals to provide data for trauma and immunization registries.  Two questions that have come up are how best to remove personal identifiers (data scrubbing) from electronic medical record systems to avoid confidentiality problems when the registry data may be mined in the future by researchers.

Epidemiology

Your patron is a community activist working for child’s rights around the issue of lead poisoning.  The community organization is considering spending some money to hire someone to provide maps for their public information campaigns.  They want to know more about how geographic information systems have been used to show the effects of lead poisoning.

Behavioral Sciences/Health Education

Your patron is an elementary school teacher.  One of his students had a fatal bicycle accident this year.  He wants to do something to convince kids to wear bicycle helmets, but he knows he can’t do it alone.  He’d like to see examples of successful programs and learn more about how to get individuals to adopt helmet wearing for themselves and their children.

Environmental Health Sciences

The consumer concern about malathion spraying this summer has driven local politicians to contact the state’s environmental health contractors about integrated pest management strategies.  They want to keep costs down and avoid developing malathion resistance in the mosquito population.

Occupational Safety & Health

Your institution’s occupational health department is concerned about the number of back, shoulder and upper limb complaints by its office working staff.  The staff wants to develop a comprehensive plan that includes fixing problems in the work environment and educating workers; but they’d like to see examples of other programs first.

Maternal and Child Health

Your patron is a dietician in a rural area.  She administers the WIC Program (Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children) in the area.  At a maternal/child health meeting at APHA, she talked with a rural obstetrician who asked whether she had noticed a change in the willingness of her clients to breastfeed their new children.  This was a surprise and  she decided to see if anyone else had reported on this in the literature.

Public Health Practice & Program Management

Care of the aging population in the community is currently provided by a variety of government, for-profit, not-for-profit and religious organizations, as well as individuals.  A recent think-tank report shows that many elders are falling through the cracks and recommends that local elder care organizations form a coalition to address these elders who are not receiving services.  Before investing the time and energy to build such a coalition, the think-tank is asked by the government to provide some examples of similar collaborative programs for aging services.

Public Health Nutrition

The press has been paying a lot of attention to the “five-a-day” programs targeting increased fruit and vegetable consumption.  Your patron is the nutritionist at a public high school with predominantly black and Latino students.  She would like to know how food preferences play into making these programs work and have any been done with a population similar to the one she serves.

Biomedical & Laboratory Practice

Your patron works in a state parasitic testing lab.  The lab equipment is very outdated and when he complains to his supervisor, he is told that only the reportable diseases get a lot of funding for new diagnostics and equipment.  The lab worker knows what parasitic diseases are reportable, but wants to find out if there have been any advances in parasitic disease diagnosis and if there are articles supporting the effect of required reporting on diagnostic tool development.

Public Health Dentistry

Your patron is practicing dentist in the community.  She receives government subsidies to supply dental care to low-income clients.   The city’s public hospital is perplexed by an increase in the number of cases of fluoride poisoning.  Your patron has been appointed to a task force to address whether the amount of fluoride in the water supply needs to be adjusted.  Before the first meeting, she would like to read about other cases of fluoride poisoning resulting from excess fluoride in the water supply and any attempts to defluoridate the water, preferably in the United States.

International/Global Health

Your patron is a veterinarian that works in the quarantine division of a major international airport on the east coast.  The recent news coverage of hoof-and-mouth disease had sparked a lot of debate about the possibility of cross-species contamination.  Although he knows this disease is not zoonotic, he is concerned about the possibility of other viral infections being zoonotic and how these diseases are spread worldwide.  He would like to review the literature about this topic.

