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• History on its formation and past initiatives
• The Partners website  (phpartners.org)
• The Healthy People 2010 Information Access 

Project  (phpartners.org/hp)
• The Health Services and Sciences Research 

Resources (HSRR) database 
(www.nlm.nih.gov/nichsr/hsrr_search) 

• Recent and future directions

Overview
The Partners is a collaboration of government 
agencies, public health organizations, and 
health sciences libraries.   Today’s agenda:



Fact Sheet
ü = founding partner

ü

ü

ü

ü

ü



Origins

• Apr 1995: PHS conference at NLM 
PH and the NII

• Jan 1997: Invitational meeting at NLM
PH information needs assessment

• May 1997: Partners Steering Committee 
formed; 1st meeting at CDC

• Mar 1998: HP/PH Forum at NYAM



PH and the NII

www.nlm.nih.gov/
pubs/staffpubs/lo/

makingpd.html

www.nlm.nih.gov/
pubs/staffpubs/lo/

makingpd.html



Recommendations to Federal 
Agencies

• “ form a strategic partnership between 
CDC, state and local public health 
associations, NLM, and the National 
Network of Libraries of Medicine to 
train state and local public health 
officials in the use of currently 
available information resources that 
are applicable to public health.”



NYAM Forum

www.nlm.nih.gov/nichsr/nyam/nyam.htmlwww.nlm.nih.gov/nichsr/nyam/nyam.html



Journal of 
Urban Health

Forum papers are available at 
http://jurban.oupjournals.org/

Forum papers are available at 
http://jurban.oupjournals.org/

RD Lasker
Challenges to accessing useful information in health policy 
and public health: an introduction to a national forum held 
at the New York Academy of Medicine, March 23, 1998
J Urban Health 1998 75: 779-84

PW O’Carroll, MA Cahn, I Auston, CR Selden
Information needs in public health and health policy: 
results of recent studies
J Urban Health 1998 75: 785-93

C Lynch
The retrieval problem for health policy and public health: 
knowledge bases and search engines
J Urban Health 1998 75: 794-806

N Rambo
Information resources for public health practice
J Urban Health 1998 75: 807-825



Provide the public health 
workforce timely, convenient 
access to information resources 
to aid them in improving the 
health of  the American public.

Original Goal



• Increase public health workforce (PHW) 
awareness and use of distributed learning and 
practice resources;

• Assist PHW in obtaining infrastructure needed 
for effective access to information resources; 

• Train PHW to use technology required for 
effective access to information resources; 

• Train PHW to identify and use pertinent 
information resources and services; and 

• Increase health sciences librarians’ awareness 
of needs of and resources within the PHW.

Original Objectives



Selected Milestones (1)

• May 1998: Launch of initial Partners 
site

• 1998-01: 26 NN/LM outreach projects 
funded, totaling $1+ million

• Apr 2001: PH Outreach Forum on 
lessons learned from these 
projects



Partners Homepage
Site premiered 

May 1998; 
existed until  

Mar 2003

Notice, only 2 
categories of 

information for
“ professionals”  
at the start; few 

links to more 
than Partners’ 

main URLs

Site premiered 
May 1998; 

existed until  
Mar 2003

Notice, only 2 
categories of 

information for
“ professionals”  
at the start; few 

links to more 
than Partners’ 

main URLs



Outreach Project 
Descriptions

26 projects 
funded between

1998-2001

26 projects 
funded between

1998-2001



Updated list of projectsProject descriptions currently available 
at phpartners.org/projects.html

Project descriptions currently available 
at phpartners.org/projects.html



PHOF, thenForum held April 2001 on 
lessons learned

from the 26 projects

Forum held April 2001 on 
lessons learned

from the 26 projects



PHOF, nowInfo from the Forum still available at
phpartners.org/phof.html

Info from the Forum still available at
phpartners.org/phof.html



PHOF papersPapers from the Forum
available in

pubmedcentral.nih.gov

Papers from the Forum
available in

pubmedcentral.nih.gov



Selected Milestones (2)

• Feb 1999: AIDS/HIV satellite 
broadcast

• Mar 2002: Children’s Environmental 
Health satellite broadcast

• Jan 2003: PHGR on e-Public Health



HIV/AIDS Satellite BroadcastFirst 
broadcast; 
no longer  
available  

due to 
“ aging”  of

information

First 
broadcast; 
no longer  
available  

due to 
“ aging”  of

information



CEH broadcast at PHTN
Second broadcast; still available at

www.phppo.cdc.gov/PHTN/child-env

Second broadcast; still available at
www.phppo.cdc.gov/PHTN/child-env



CEH broadcast materials
Materials from the second 

broadcast available at 
phpartners.org/cehir/topics.html

Materials from the second 
broadcast available at 

phpartners.org/cehir/topics.html



PHGR broadcastThird broadcast; still available at
www.publichealthgrandrounds.unc.edu/wired

Third broadcast; still available at
www.publichealthgrandrounds.unc.edu/wired



Selected Milestones (3)

• Mar 2003: Launch of redesigned 
Partners site and expanded 
HP2010 Information 
Access Project



New PIAPHW HomepageNew PHPartners.org site 
premiered March 2003

New PHPartners.org site 
premiered March 2003



PIAPHW LogoNew “ single identity”  logo;
name change to “ workforce”



PIAPHW Partners

Changed to 
list of 

Partners on 
homepage; 

logos on 
second 

level pages



PIAPHW “ Buckets”

Expanded from 2 to 10 
categories of information; 
links to many URLs within 

Partners sites, and beyond!



PIAPHW News
Added news 

archive and…

Latest News



Suggest a Link Added 
suggest 

a link



PIAPHW HP2010 IAP Link

Link to HP2010 Info 
Access Project



HP2010 IAP - 1

Info available for 13 
of 28 focus areas, so 
far; rest to be added 

in CY2004

New PHPartners.org/HP site 
also premiered March 2003

New PHPartners.org/HP site 
also premiered March 2003



HP2010 IAP - 2Each focus area includes a link to 
the chapter, one or more objectives, 
pre-formulated PubMed searches, 

and related resources links

Each focus area includes a link to 
the chapter, one or more objectives, 
pre-formulated PubMed searches, 

and related resources links



HP2010 IAP - 3

Link to a 

sample search 

on blood levels



HP2010 IAP - 4

Sample search 

retrie
val



Selected Milestones (4)

• Mar 2003: PH datasets added to 
HSRR database and HSRR 
database linked from 
PHPartners.org



PIAPHW Health Data 
Sources

HSRR is accessible in two 
areas of PHPartners.org

HSRR is accessible in two 
areas of PHPartners.org



HSRR Search Screen - 1

www.nlm.nih.gov/nichsr/hsrr_searchwww.nlm.nih.gov/nichsr/hsrr_search

PH datasets 
added in 2003



HSRR Search Screen - 1

HSRR may 
be word 

searched…

HSRR may 
be word 

searched…



HSRR Search Screen - 2… or browsed 
by title or 

source.  HSRR 
also provides 

links for 
suggesting a 
tool and to 

related 
resources

… or browsed 
by title or 

source.  HSRR 
also provides 

links for 
suggesting a 
tool and to 

related 
resources



Sample HSRR search (1)

Sample 4 word search



Sample HSRR search (2)



Sample HSRR search (3)

Sample record 

retrie
ved; search 

terms auto-highlighted



Sample HSRR search (4)

Records also include 
pre-formulated 

PubMed searches



HSRR PubMed search - 2

Sample search 

retrie
val



Selected Milestones (5)

• Oct 2003: Steering Committee retreat 
to revitalize the Partners

• Jan 2004: Resource Guide for PH 
Preparedness premieres

• Apr 2004: Planning purchase order 
awards for non-federal                                                         
Partners



The Partners in Information Access 
for the Public Health Workforce helps 
the public health workforce find and 
use information effectively to 
improve and protect the public©s 
health. 

Revised Mission



• Organize and deliver public health 
resources so they are easier to find and use. 

• Identify and develop collaborative projects 
to meet the information needs of the public 
health workforce. 

• Increase the visibility of the partnership 
with librarians and the public health 
workforce. 

• Increase the information literacy of the 
public health workforce. 

• Strengthen the collaboration among the 
Partners. 

Revised Goals



PIAPHW HP2010 IAP Link

New collaborative 
project site, Jan 2004



RGPHP - 1

www.phpreparedness.infowww.phpreparedness.info

Links to project partners 
and to PHPartners



RGPHP - 2

Sample 2 word search



RGPHP - 3

Sample search 

retrie
val



• Attend SC meetings April 21 and Fall 2004 
and work on SC subcommittees as defined 
in Oct. 2003 retreat report. 

• Identify and develop collaborative projects 
to meet the information needs of the public 
health workforce. 

– Submit a 2-4 page project idea summary with 
ballpark budget Summer 2004. 

– Prepare a full 5-10 page project proposal with 
full budget and timeline to present at Fall 
2004 Steering Committee meeting. 

– Receive PO award for project in FY2005. 

Planning PO Goals & Steps



Suggest a Link

Continuing input is needed to 
keep this site vibrant, so 

please suggest a link anytime 
you promote content to your 

website or find a good 
resource for public health…



Suggest a Link - HSRR

Or a new tool for public 
health systems research 
and the HSRR database!
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